WEEK 2 TEACHING RECAP
THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
Some people assume that the Holy Spirit was kind of dormant in the
Old Testament and did not really start to operate until the New
Testament. This is a misconception.
In Genesis chapter 1 we read that it was the Holy Spirit that
hovered before God spoke the world into being.
The Holy Spirit came upon, operated upon, specific people at specific
times to accomplish a task for God. This could be, for example:
- to give a prophecy, as in 2 Chronicles 20:14-15,;or
- upon Samson for extraordinary strength to protect himself
(Judges 14:5-6)
This ‘Spirit upon’ motif was not something that was dependent on
how good or Holy a person was. It was a gift of grace, to accomplish
a purpose.
Samson was a bit of a rogue!! But God still used him.
Isn’t that encouraging, that we do not have to reach a certain
standard for God to empower us and use us?

So, God used specific people for specific tasks and empowered them,
but this ‘Spirit upon’ empowerment was only for a very few people.
But the Old Testament also spoke of a time when the Spirit of God
would be poured out on all people. This dramatically happened at
the day of Pentecost (Acts 2) and the Apostle Peter quotes Joel 2:28.
The Old Testament prophets also spoke of a Spirit-empowered
Messiah in Isaiah 61:1-2. And as we know, they were talking about
Jesus.
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JESUS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT

As we started to explain last week, although Jesus was truly divine, he chose not to operate in his divinity when it came to empowerment
especially for signs and wonders. He did not do miracles until after the Holy Spirit anointed him at his baptism.
Jesus promised us, as his followers, that we could do the same (John 14:12) and said that in order for that to happen, He needed to depart
so that the Holy Spirit could come in power. (John 16:7-8).

BEING FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT
We started to see the difference between the operation of the
Holy Spirit in the Old Testament and in the New Testament.
In the New Testament, not only does the ‘Spirit upon’ motif of
operation for empowerment become available for all those who
ask for it, but as believers they also have the ‘Spirit within’ motif to
grow fruit and Character.
We contrasted the different accounts of:
◆ The ‘Spirit of God coming upon’ (left hand box) in Philip in
Acts 8:29 and directly instructing him to go to the chariot of the
Ethiopian eunuch, resulting in that eunuch becoming a believer.

◆ The ‘Spirit of God within’ (right hand box) developing attributes
of wisdom and faith operating in Stephen in Acts 6, which meant
that he could serve the poor etc. on an ongoing basis.

To follow, there is a lot of somewhat challenging information to understand, and we realise we only had a short space of time to begin
looking at it during the Week 2 session. However, it is so important to grasp the argument, and so we encourage you to keep looking at this.
The following pages of this resource are related to the concept of the two operating motifs of the Holy Spirit:
◆ Long term ‘Spirit within’ for growing of fruit for our character; this is more about ‘being’ than ‘doing’.
◆ Episodic ‘Spirit Upon’ for empowerment; to equip us for a task; this is more about ‘doing’ than ‘being’.
Why is it important to understand this?
It is because there has been serious confusion in the church about what it means to be baptised in the Holy Spirit, and this has fuelled the
opinion that as soon as we are born again and the Holy Spirit comes inside of us, we then have all we need in order play our part in the
Kingdom of God and fulfil the Great Commission.
Pauline explained that she had been taught to believe this for many years and had been desperately unhappy in how she served God. She
felt ‘saved but stuck’. She knew there was something missing but did not know what it was...
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BEING FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT INWARD AND OUTWARD WORK

The confusion is all to do with the how the Greek word for ‘filled’ is translated. In Greek there are two ways of expressing the word ‘filled’:
◆ Pletho - which means ‘clothed’, outward, short term, episodic.
◆ Pleroo or Pleres – which means inward, long term, sustained condition.
We used the example of looking at a coffee shop. The coffee shop is always filled with good things on an ongoing basis. It is in a sustained
state of being filled. If this was being described using the Greek word, we would say it was ‘Pleero’ or ‘Pleres’
We then said that if we went into the shop and bought a cup of coffee, then the filled cup would be described in the Greek as ‘Pletho’. The
cup was temporarily filled, but once we had drunk the coffee, it needed to be filled again. The occurrence was episodic.

So, we could see then from this example of the coffee shop and
coffee cup, that there are two different ways in which the same
word ‘filled’ is used.
However, in our English Bibles, there is no differentiation in how
these words are used.
The word ‘filled’ when it describes the fruit of the spirit for character
is the Greek word Pleero or Pleres. This would be the same ‘filled’
that was describing Stephen being filled with wisdom and faith on
an ongoing basis.
The word ‘filled’ when it describes the empowering work of the Holy Spirit to do a task, is the Greek word ‘Pletho’. This would be the same
‘filled’ that was describing Phillip when he was instructed to go and see the Ethiopian eunuch. It was a temporary filling.
And so, we can see from these illustrations that when we read in the Bible about ‘being filled’, we have to be careful to understand that
there are two ‘states’ of being filled that we need (depending on the Greek translation) and not just one.
We are automatically filled (Pleero) with the Holy Spirit for growing character when we are born again, BUT we need to ask to be filled
(Pletho) with the Holy Spirit for empowerment on an ongoing basis. They are two different ways in which the Holy Spirit operates, and we
need both of them to grow and fulfil our role in the Great Commission.
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BEING FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT KEEPING BOTH IN BALANCE

Basically, we must operate in the fruit and gifts in balance. We need long term fruit for character on our tree, and we need gifts (like shortterm Christmas presents) on our tree for specific short term purposes.
Like riding a bike, the gifts and the fruit must be used in equal measure.
A cyclist only stays upright and safe and moves forward effectively, when both his right and left pedals are working in perfect harmony.
Finally, we briefly looked at the meaning of the phrase ‘Baptism of the Holy Spirit’. This is a phrase to describe the first time that the
empowering ‘Spirit Upon’ motif of the Holy Spirit comes upon us. It is the initiation of receiving empowerment from the Holy Spirit.
For subsequent empowerment we might use the phrase ‘a fresh infilling’ or ‘a fresh anointing’.
Here are some questions to consider to help you understand the teaching further, and a short prayer that relates to each question.

SOME QUESTIONS AND PRAYER POINTS...
1) Had you recognised that the Holy Spirit (third person of the Trinity) was active in the Old Testament?
Suggested Prayer: I worship you Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Thank you that You have always worked in perfect unity to bring about Your
purposes on Earth.
2) What difference does it make to us knowing that Jesus’ power ministry started only after he was baptised in the power of the Holy
Spirit?
Suggested Prayer: Lord, Jesus, help me to understand how you cooperated with the Holy Spirit and how I can do the same.
3) How have you experienced the Holy Spirit within you to grow character in your life? (Fruit on the tree, not Christmas gifts)?
Suggested Prayer: Thank you that You have been growing and refining my character. Lord, show me the things that you need me to deal
with further. Help me to be more like Jesus in my daily walk with you and others.
4) Have you experienced a time when the Holy Spirit came upon you to empower you to do something? (Eg. Boldness to witness, or give
a special word to someone)
Suggested Prayer: Thank you that You empower me to do works for You, and that I do not have to do these in my own strength. Please
show me the gifts that You would like to give me.
5) If you could ask the Lord to empower you to do something for Him, what would it be?
Suggested Prayer: Lord, I submit myself to You and want to serve You. Show me how I can do that. What do I need in order to do that?
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