WEEK 3 TEACHING RECAP
WHERE ARE WE NOW?
The Bible traces the story of humanity from creation to the 2nd
coming of Christ, and even on to a new Heaven and Earth.
But where are we now in this timeline?
And why is it important that we know?

In spiritual terms we are already part of the Kingdom of God. In
Mark 1:15 Jesus says “The time is fulfilled and the Kingdom of God
is at hand” and in Luke 4:43, He says that His mission is “to preach
the good news of the Kingdom of God”. When He was on earth, He
was a servant king, and when He died, was resurrected, and
ascended to Heaven, His Kingdom remained active and present on
earth.
However, it is not ‘fully come’, and will not do so until he comes back
a second time as a conquering king. We are called to actively
promote that Kingdom, which is what we learnt about in Week 1
with The Great Commission; and that is why we need the Holy
Spirit and His spiritual gifts (introduced later in this session).

‘BETWEEN THE TIMES’ - GORDON FEE
The Theologian, Gordon Fee, refers to this time of the Kingdom being on earth but not yet fully come as ‘Between the Times’.
“Already the future (kingdom) has begun, not yet had it been consummated”.
So from 2 perspectives we can see where we are ‘Between the Times’ ...
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‘BETWEEN THE TIMES’ - GORDON FEE (contd.)

Here we can see where we are chronologically in the history of God
and mankind.
We are ‘Between the Times’ of Pentecost when ‘the Holy Spirit was
poured out on all men’, and the second coming of Christ.

And here we can see where we are regarding spiritual kingdoms.
We are ‘Between the Times’ of the fallen world of Satan, sin and
death; and the Kingdom of God, with eternal life, righteousness and
peace.

‘BETWEEN THE TIMES’
Between Pentecost and the return of Jesus, we can call this ‘The
time of the Spirit’. God theFfather is seated on the throne in Heaven
and God the Son is seated next to him interceding for us. God the
Holy Spirit is the active agent of the Trinity on Earth ( John 16:7 and
Acts 2:32-33).

What does it mean for us that we are still part of the fallen world of
sin and death but also part of the Kingdom of God?
Individually, it can mean that we still struggle with temptations,
knowing how we want to behave but cannot always achieve this;
and yet there is now hope and assurance of God’s acceptance, and
power of the Spirit to help us (see Romans 7:5 reading on into
chapter 8).
There is also still the reality of sickness as we can evidently see
with COVID-19, and grief and sorrow. And yet as we see in later
slides, the Holy Spirit has sent us spiritual gifts to help us battle
against these for ourselves and others; but we do not always see the victory we would like. On a more global perspective, there are
‘natural disasters’ such as earthquakes and floods (Romans 8:18-25).
Being ‘Between Times’ means that sometimes the outcome of a struggle appears that the old kingdom is still ‘winning’ and sometimes the
outcome can prove that the Kingdom of God is on the move to victory.
To sum this up we can say that the fallen reality of the Kingdom of Satan is our current physical home, and the new reality of the Kingdom
of God is our spiritual home.
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WHAT DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT DO?
This is very similar to the slide we saw in Week 1 of the four points
of the compass.
It is the Holy Spirit who brings the reality of God the Father’s love
and God the Son’s salvation and authority to us on Earth.
It is the Holy Spirit who gives new birth and sanctifies us.
It is then the Holy Spirit who calls us and equips us (through the
spiritual gifts that we can read about below).
The Holy Spirit then builds the church of Christ so that it can be
used to accomplish Kingdom purposes.

WHO ARE WE, AND HOW DO WE FULFIL OUR ROLE
IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD?
Eschatology is a long word that simply means the study of the end
times or the end of the world. The beginning of the end times
started with Jesus ushering in the Kingdom of God on Earth, and
they will continue until He returns. In the meantime we are meant
to cooperate with the Holy Spirit to help to bring about that
Kingdom. That is an awesome responsibility for us.
As we saw, we are called to fulfil The Great Commission. One of the
main thrusts of this course is to accept that commission, and then to
become equipped by the Holy Spirit to do it effectively and not in
our own strength but in His.
So How can we possibly do all of that ?
The answer is both simple and complex, natural and supernatural!
We are meant to do it by cooperating with the Holy Spirit using the
gifts that he has given us. Isn’t it amazing that God wants to endow
us with gifts so that we are fully equipped to do his work?
It is like a loving father buying their child a guitar because they can
see that he has a musical ear, or an electronics kit because they can
see that she has an enquiring or logical mind.
In the New Testament there are four lists of spiritual gifts.

SPIRITUAL GIFTS
1. The Vocational Gifts - Ephesians 4:11-13
Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors, Teachers
These are gifts of people, not attributes or talents. Some of us can teach but we are not all called and anointed to be a teacher.
There is a specific difference. This is the calling of someone to a role, so that they train the church to go out and fulfil the Kingdom of God.
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SPIRITUAL GIFTS (contd.)
2. The Functional Gifts
Prophesying, Serving, Teaching, Encouraging, Contributing,
Leadership, Mercy.
Paul seems to be implying that these are natural traits, abilities, or
talents that God created us with. And if we use them according to the
grace given to each of us and directed by the Holy Spirit then He will
use them in us to build up the body of Christ. We looked at the
example of being able to see gifts of mercy or service in our children
or grandchildren as they interact with others. We could also see that
Stephen in Acts 6, when he was appointed to minister to the poor,
was probably acting in gifts of Mercy and Service.
3. The Manifestational Gifts
Word of Wisdom, Work of Knowledge, Faith, Healing and Miracles, Prophecy, Distinguishing of Spirits (Discernment), Tongues,
Interpretation of Tongues.
These are gifts where the Holy Spirit manifests or shows forth his power. He expresses God’s power through us supernaturally.
Now, these are supernatural gifts - we are not created with them. We need to ask God for them, as we need them, and we cannot earn them
or simply learn them.
4. A Great Diversity of Gifts - 1 Corinthians 12:27-31
This is a combination of lists 1, 2 and 3
It is a way of Paul illustrating that the use of gifts is fluid and not meant to be prescriptive. It is celebrating roles of people and gifts, it is
saying that we can shift from gift to gift depending on the circumstances, and that some of our more natural gifts can be combined with
the manifestational gifts to greater effect. We need to be following the prompting of the Holy Spirit in all that we do.
And once you start to study these, and recognise them, you will see that they were evident in the book of Acts over and over again. They
were poured out at Pentecost and, contrary to some church theology, they were meant for all believers until Jesus comes again.
For Example, going back to our story of Philip last week with the Ethiopian eunuch, he (Philip) received a ‘Word of Knowledge’ when he was
told to go to the exact place where the eunuch would pass. There is no earthly way that he would have known that. It was a supernatural
word dropped into a human ear.
The amazing thing is that these gifts were given to the whole church – that means us - Acts 2:38b-39 “...and you will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. The Promise is for you and your children, and for all who are far off - for all whom the Lord our God will call”.

BETWEEN THE TIMES
Pauline shared that until she discovered the empowering work of
the Holy Spirit, she had felt ‘saved and stuck’ - ineffective, like she
was just ‘hanging on in there’ until she went to Heaven or Jesus
came back. But when she was Baptised in the Holy Spirit and really
understood His gifts, everything started to change. There is victory
‘Between the Times’.
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A SPIRITUAL TOOLBOX
Apart from knowing how to co-operate with the Holy Spirit in the
gifts of the spirit, we also need to know who we are in Christ. We
need to know that we operate in His authority.
We will dig deeper into this in our Week 4 teaching.

SOME QUESTIONS AND PRAYER POINTS...
1) We are ‘Between The Times’ - the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan. What evidence do you see in your own circumstances,
good and bad, that illustrates this?
2) How is God calling you to help fulfil the Kingdom of God? Do you feel equipped for this?
3) Can you recognise a functional gift that you operate in? (Prophesying, Serving, Teaching, Encouraging, Contributing, Leadership, Mercy)
4) Can you recognise a manifestational gift that you operate in? (Word of Wisdom, Word of Knowledge, Supernatural Faith, Healing and
Miracles, Prophecy, Distinguishing of Spirits (Discernment), Tongues, Interpretation of Tongues)

You might want to pray something like this:
Lord, please help me to understand what it means to be ‘Between The TImes’
Lord, I want to be effective in Your Kingdom. Please forgive me that I have been trying to do it in my own strength. I pray You will reveal
the role You have for me, and how to fulfil that role.
Thank you, Lord, that you do not expect me to do this by myself. You sent your wonderful gift of the Holy Spirit, third person of the Trinity, to
equip and help me with His gifts.
Please hep me to rely on you, and operate in the gifts that you have given me or want to give me.
If you are unsure what gifts the Lord has given you, or want to begin operating in a new gifting, you can ask!
Lord, please reveal to me the gifts you have blessed me with so I can use them effectively for Your Kingdom.
I pray you would instill in me the gift of ____________ so that I may grow in it, and use it for the glory of Your Kingdom.
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