WEEK 5 TEACHING RECAP
CONDITIONS FOR RECEIVING GUIDANCE
It is so wonderful when we start to realise and
recognise that almighty God actually wants to
speak directly to us today. It makes such a
difference to our prayer life, our faith, and our
ability to serve him as we fulfil our role in the
Great Commission.
We talked about guidelines for being able to
receive.This is not about formula. God is not
formulaic. The guidelines or actions should
develop and grow out of our love for God and
for our understanding of his love for us.
It is not a set of commands.
His love ‘compels us’ to walk more closely with
him through these steps.

See also 1 Corinthians 9:24-27

See also Acts 16:9-10, and Acts 21:9-15, 23-11 (Paul obeyed God
even when he knew it would take him to Rome and to his death)
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CONDITIONS FOR RECEIVING GUIDANCE (contd.)

Maintaining a life of prayer - see verses:
Ephesians 6:18-20
Colossians 4:3-4
Ephesians 3:16-19
2 Thessalonians 1:11-12

We emphasised that whatever guidance we get, either from others,
or what we think we are hearing from God, if it is not consistent
with scripture then we must not follow it. We believe that God
speaks clearly today to his church both through the scripture and
through prophetic words etc. But He will never direct in a way that
is contrary to His word. It is a sure plumbline for right and wrong.

HOLY SPIRIT GIVING GUIDANCE
We see that the Lord guides Ananias by speaking to him in a vision.
This is like a ‘waking dream’. Ananias clearly heard God, but he
momentarily hesitates because he has heard bad things about Saul.
But when the Lord says ‘Go’, Ananias hesitates no more and
immediately goes to minister to Saul.
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HOLY SPIRIT GIVING GUIDANCE (contd.)
Particularly in the book of Acts we see the Holy Spirit very active in
the building of the early church. He is still doing that or trying to do
that today. The problem is that many things cloud us and the
church from hearing Him.
We need to go back to the guidelines above and learn to cultivate
an ear to His voice.

HOW MIGHT HOLY SPIRIT SPEAK TO US TODAY?

God can communicate with us using ‘speaking gifts’, sometimes through the voice of others, and sometimes through our own voice.
Sometimes we might receive a mental image or a scripture reference, but in order to cooperate with the Holy Spirit we have to speak it out.
On the right, we list the mechanisms through which we might receive guidance from Holy Spirit. In the same way as with ‘speaking gifts, we
then have to speak them out in order to cooperate with Holy Spirit.
Do you remember the Kairos Moment from Week 4?
The Holy Spirit was able to act through a person when they spoke out something or did something that He had told them to do.
As the words were spoken out they reacted with, or generated, faith which allowed the Kingdom of God to be advanced.

FOUR DISCERNMENT TESTS
These four short statements are part of the foundational teaching of
the 6-part Dunamis Project. Every time we get ‘guidance’ as
individuals or as a group, we should submit it to the scrutiny of the
4 Tests of Discernment. If we start to give guidance to others, then
we should expect others to weigh it using these tests.
Matthew 24:4-5, and 25
1 John 4:1-3
Romans 16:18
1 Corinthians 14:29–31
2 Corinthians 11:13-15
Deuteronomy 18:21-22
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SOME QUESTIONS AND PRAYER POINTS...
1) Why is it so important that any guidance we receive from God fits in with the plumbline of scripture?
2) Maintaining our prayer life is key to hearing from God. What forms of prayer do you find helpful/unhelpful for hearing from God?
3) How do you hear from God?
Is it a nudge, a scripture, a blind scripture reference, mental image, vision, dream, wise counsel from a group?
Think of a time when you or someone you were with heard
from God. Did it pass these discernment tests?
Does it give glory to Jesus Christ in the present and in the future?
Is it consistent with the intentions and character of God as
revealed in Scripture?
Is there a confirming witness from other born-again, spirit-filled
believers?
Is there objectively verifiable fruit now or in the future? (This one
may take longer to establish)

You might want to pray something like this:
Father God, thank you that you still want to give your children guidance today. You are a good Father.
Father God, I want to hear your voice more clearly. Please help me to work with these guidelines so that I am in a position to do that.
Lord God. help me to understand and operate in the mechanisms that you want to use to speak to me.
Lord God, I invite you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, to invade my space. Please show me new ways that you want to speak to me.
Lord God, help me to learn how to discern what is from You and what is not. Please give me Godly wisdom and gifts to do this.
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